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1. Go to the WRDS website: https://wrds-web.wharton.upenn.edu/wrds/

• Log in with your WRDS account

• If you are a researcher or Ph.D. student at Goethe University Frankfurt and do not yet have
a WRDS account, you can request an account by writing an email to: datacenter@safe.uni-
frankfurt.de
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2. Click on Bureau van Dijk
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3. The Bank Regulatory database consists of several different sub-databases:

• Bank Holding Companies

• FDIC/OTS Deposits

• Merger Information

• Commercial Banks

– Balance Sheet Data

– Income Statement

– Off-Balance Sheet Items

– Risk-Based Capital

– RCFD Series

– RCFN Series

– RCON Series

– RIAD Series

– Other Variables

4. For example: Click on “Bank Holding Companies”
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5. Step 1: Select the date range for which you want to obtain data.

• Example here: March, 2010 - December, 2015

• Note that: Bank Regulatory data is available on a quarterly basis. Therefore, you must select
either March, June, September, or December in your date range selection for the query to complete
without error.
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8. Step 2: Select the companies/securities for which you want to obtain data.

• Bank Regulatory via WRDS allows you to select companies in four different ways. Which method
is the most appropriate depends on your research purpose.

(a) You can manually add company codes

(b) You can upload a .txt file containing the company/securities codes.

(c) You can chose from a saved codelist (see Option (a)).

(d) You can search the entire datase

• Example here: Search the entire database.
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9. Step 3: Select the variables on which you want to obtain data.

• Bank Regulatory classifies data into different categories.

– Identifying Information

– Consolidated Financial Statements

– Parent-Companies Only (“Large Banks”)

– Parent-Companies Only (“Small Banks”)

– Structure and Geographical Data

– Other

• You can find a list of all variables included in OptionMetrics by clicking on “Variable Descriptions”
on the top of the page.

• Example here: BHC02170 - Total assets, BHCK3210 - Total equity capital
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10. Step 4: Select the output format and compression type

• You can obtain the output of your query in different data formats.

– Example here: STATA file (*.dta)

• For very large queries it might be recommendable to additionally chose a compression type.

– Example here: zip (*.zip)

• You can also save your query and access it later.

11. Click on “Submit Query”
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10. Your query is now processed. A new tab opens which will contain the download link once your query
is completed. Click on the download link.
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